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THESUBURBS OF SYDNEY

Iv

BOTANY, PAST AND
PRESENT.,

(WRITTEN FOR THE “EVENING NEW3"
BY MARY BALMON.)

TANDING on the shores
of Botany Bay, looking
over Its soft., opalic
ripples, round the
many miles of glisten-
ing beach and dark
wooded bheadlands, Lo
the two pointg that
encloas its  waters
from the ocean beyond,
it is quits gasy to cod-
jure up in ome's mind
the opening sceme In
the hiatory of M.AW,

when Captain Cook and hls company of salen-

tists first set foot on the soil,  Mr. Joseph |

Banks and Dr. Bolander were in scslacies ol

that late April morn, 1770, over the wonders of

goa and land, and the floral beautles of which
even to-day We are so proud. The wild acacia, '
the pative heather, and the scarlet fuchsis were

im bloom, ms they are at present, Bui then

ots and cockateos merecched overhsad, and
wild bush alternated with low-lylng marshy
swamps, teemiog wl.h swarms of what waa, LO
them, new forms of insect -.fe. Mr. Baaks is
responsible for the nam. Botany Bay, though
it was eeriously argued that Flora Harbour
ghould be iis appellation. Cook called it Bting-
ray Bay, anl the nativ.s had christened it

“Owea.” The burial of Forby Sutherland, a sea-

man from the Endeavour, May 1, gave rise Lo

Baren Field's llnes,

“The round of Christian burial better did pro-

ala o,

Possession, than the flag ‘n Pagland's name."

There wers on bon-d three young artiats, ¥t

during the eight days' stay in Botany Buy nat |

ofe =ketch was taken of the landscape, though
they had updertaken a Jjourncy of thres years

{p search of new flelds for their art. Historicelly

their pames would have been famous bhad they

setzed the opportunity of taking even ipdifferent
pictures of the lapding of the white man om Our
shores, apd th: couniry In ita virglo state. Tha
only relics are some curios .ad weapons found
in a cupboard of Dr. Banks' bouse in S8oho Square
when & wnil was deomolished, and bought by
€ir Saul Samuel 1o be placed in the Btate House

Museum in N.8W.

Dr. Johpson was a Triend of Mr. Banks, and he
fs sald to have pompousl remarked to Eoswell
that “it wra & long way to go for the collection
of simples.” But the result was that the Supply
and Birius, with transports, wera a faw years
later in the waters of the bay, and the “In-
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later in fhu waters of the bay, mnd the *“In-
diaps,” as Cook and Tench always called the
aborigines, a second time beheld the landing of
A hew race. “Two chiefs, covered from head to
foot with pipeclay. otherwls. ma’ed, and armed
with gpears or womerahs, advanced to the shore,
refuslng to touch the offered presents," It ls
recorded.

But, as a matter of fact, Botapy Bay was oot
tha oconviet settlement; it mot bein~ until the
famine years o 1785 and "#0 that Governor Phillip
established a convict fishiog station there, under
ths inspection of one of lhe midshipmen of the |
Blrius; but the guantity of fish d4id nmot justify |
the eapenss of geiilng them over the wild and |
{ntricate bush, and over the creeks and swamps
batween the bay and the village of Sydney.
Bhooting parties scoured the woods for Kanga-
roos, but ip one month the publiec providoring
party enly secured three.

History !s comparatively sgileat asbout the
pext few years of Botany. A party of convleis |
worked upder military control st Bunbperoog-
road. The whole land lying round the bhay, in-
cluding wast I8 now Lower Botany, hall of
Bunnerong Flats, Captain Cook's Meadows,
Bandringham, Sans Bouei, Waoniara,
round to Kurnell, being generally
known as Botany. The old farm
where Mr. John Connell, grandfather to Ellas
Layoock, the sculler, lived, has on'y lately been
demolished. It Is said that Mr. Laycock's fa-
ther used to hove an original way of geiting
to town. He tied his horse behind his boat,
and fef it swim across o L& Perouss; then
mounted, ang rode past Long Bay and Randwick
helghts, A few years ogo some flshermen, in
pearch of & “kellick” for their boat, pulled put
= stone from the walls of the deserted farm,
when they came upon o board of coing—crowns
and helf-crowns—¢onsequ nee  belng that the
bulldinz was rapldly pulicd down, stone from
stope, in search of spother sllver mioe. A
Mr. Slmpson, anceftar to the Simpsons of Port
Hacklne, bought up all the cattle and horses
from Mr. Laycock's farm for £30. The cattla
were killed, os necessiiy arcse, and the horses
driven to Tom Ugzly's Pointl, whare the old horse
yurd may even yet be secn, In which they
awaited sale,

With Botany proper, the pame of Mr. Simeon
Lovd I8 mosily assoclated. He, with Messre.
D. Wentworth, James Mileham, 2ol Thomas
Mogrc formed the fArst road commissien. o
1§24, Goverpor Brisbane granted 600 acres to
him on the Botany eide of Cock’™s River. pear
the mouth of the Lachlan stream, on which he
bullt & tweed factory. Traditlon says be em-

58 Chinanmen In the works. two—"Big

god “Yan Tie"—being remembered by &

fellow workmap, who siill lives |n the npaigh-
bourhood. ;

Mr. George Lord comtinued his father's works,
and waa b imporiant man In Botany lo all re-
lating to Itz progress, His mother was, at her
EQO wish, buried in a vault In Bt. Matthew's
COMmes

urch, Miss Lord (the fourth generation)
of age shorily, when large asistes belong-

ing to the family will be unl o

‘Where tha first great Darvall tsmoery stood
pow Enoch Taylor's beot factory, apd & suc-
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is now Enoch Taylor's beot factory. and a suc-
eagalon of workmen's terraces. Among the ald-
ept rosidents in Lower Bolany Is Mr. William
Btephen. for s~me time M. LA, for the distrigt,

owner of an ideal estate, known as Banks
Meadowse, built on the original Beil grant. A
road (Stephen's) bears his name, and beautiful
|gardens show what enterprise and energy may
do in converting a wilderness. Part of his pro-
perty is over the Veteran's SBwamp, a tract
offered to the disbanded regiment (10Znd) who
had belped in the arrest of Gavernor Bligh
The grants were in 60 mere allotments, Some
of the grantees immediately sold out, and left
the country, & few makiog their homes cn their
grants. Inlanpd from Banks Meadows were
market gardens, carried on by an old resident,
Mr. Lobb:; and the original city florist had hls
bome and garden there, Mr, Saxby, whose bouse
stlll stands. Messrs. Bearl and Anderson have

perceived the value of the protected walley
plains, and bawve establishod nurserics, whilst
mérket gardeus, now cultivated by the ever-
present Chinamanp, stretch out In every di-
rection in the low-lylog country. Near the
beach, where Ellioit's woolwash now {a, was the
first woolscouring works of Prince, Bray, and
OCgg, a factory for paper making now being cluse
by. The church and school laods stretch right
across Lower Botany, and the Banks Meadows
State School occuples & aplendid position on the .
heights. The cemetery, also gt the extreme end
of Lower Botany, has lately had an addition
from the old Devonshire-siteet burial greund, a
sperial section belng added for the removed
bodica,

Along the beach Is the historie Sir Joscph
Banks Hotel, built for Mr. Thomas Kellett, who
had b=en eanteen keeper to the soldlers in the
times ¢f Barrack Bguare. An oxepn, roasted
whole, iz aaid to have celebrated the opening, &
feast of doubtful emjoyment from & culsinary |
siandpoint—more sultable to cannlbals than |
Christinns! |

Many stores are told of Ita hoapitalities, |
when it was kept by Mr. Beaumont, who about
iwo years sgo died at Strathfield. This geotle-
man was an Intense lover of animals, apd had a
small menagerie, the second in the colony, the
first being at Watson's Bay. The first elephant
was on view at Botany, and a charge of sixpence
wid made to ses it. It was bere Henry Burton
opened his well-known clrews, which afterwards
toured the gold flelds, where he traloed bis
champion bareback riders, the first performancu
being on Boxlng Day, 15851, Visltors came by
coach from SBydoey, the fare belng Gs return, or
in a4 amall vessel, that left Queen’s Whart, at tho
foot of George-street, and plied to Botany on
holidays only. Old residents will remember the
begutiful gardens, and the nosegays and bau-
quels that could be bought in the Banks' grounds
from a shilling to a soverslgn 1o price. Mr. Charlie
Connors, the gardemer for aver twenly Years, |
siiil lives In Botany. It was in the doys when
Mr. John Malonevy had it that the elub house was
mest noted, and durimg Mr. Fraok Smith's time |
that the groat walking races gnd crickst mateches
were held; £8000 i3 mid to bave spent in prizes
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were held; £8000 i3 muid 1o bhave spent in prizes
alone, and the ting character of the hotel
Was nuhuahndyr

A beautiful pavilion was bullt, and yearly
plcnles of the Hibernlan god other kindred -
cocletien amnually gather im the fine grounds.
For many yeara squatters brought their families
there for a “few weeks at the peaside,” homey-
moon pounles chose it above other similar re-
treats, and Parliamentary dioners and corpora- |
tien banquets were given there, Footballers |
still frequent the grounds on Saturdsys aod |
holidays. |

Generations of Gshérmeés have found In Botany |
Pay a lucrative callimg. For years parties a!!
blacks came regularly to fish, outside cf the |
trike of wh Quesn Sally
made the bush
Queen Saily was burled on the besch many years
sg9, when the last great corroboree was held. |
The little colony of fishers st the end of Bay- |
sirest dates back mearly sixty years, tnml
many have lately pessed away. Mrs. Eml
(aged 82) Is the veteran lady of the camp, & '
Scotehwoman, whe knew -“Botsny when !

3

weérs only lbhres houses botwesm the beach an
tha toll-bnr along the main rond. Bhe
of the pcace and securily of the old times, whe
Botany was remote Trom eity inflluenoes, the on
dissdvaniages belng the ty of getting

sducation for her family. Shea's Creek
ilying between Botany sod Newtown) was dan-

to erosa, avd Newtown, wherd there was
a school, a 1 way off. The three large
school structures, with spaclous playgrounds, pro-
rinim the advancement eof the distriet. The
Gectge and Sussex sirects markeis used to take
the Azh, which were sold by the bushel. But
those were good days for the Bshormen, and
fortuncs were made, :

1

-4

Markst gardening was profitably carried om by
filers before the " came lato
::n‘-untltlﬂn. Mr. ;ﬁfm gerdener,

pow ¢ well-to-do landowneor, says Lthat ba clear-

el many & dry senson £500 a year out of car-
rois, and turnips, parsley, and peas, The Cauli-
flower Hetel, on the Botany-road, wes built from
the profits of ar extraordinary erop. cabbage-
growing at 13 a head belng = profitable busi-
ness.

When it was decided that the Lachlan Reser-
volr was Insuficient for Bydney's water supply,
the Botany Waterworks (about 1858) were ereot-
ed. Mr. Edward Bell was city engineer, nnd it
was under him that the mill siteam was dammed,
i and Lthe seven-nere engine pond made. BSo far
i as factory life went, this use of the Botany water
!-threw buck priveie enlerprise for & conslder-

ablz time, but the water from this source was
congidered Lhe finest obtainable. Some parts of
Koedfern atill ebtoin water from this reservoir.

Although pouliry-keeping has always been a
source of profit, it is only of recent years that
it hes become a large indusiry. Mr. Ellls has
evolved a very large duck aod poultry farm out
of a iract of pure sandy marshiand, some dis-
It_:n.nca inland. At present, there are over 3000
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| tance Inland. At present, there are over 3000 |
| fowis, and quite a8 many ducks. His feed bill |
| amounts to £40 a month; whilst he, even in the
scarce time, collects over a hundred dozen eggs
g week, Other poultry farms are working
! profitably, and the clever contrivances for
| breeding and caring for the young birds makes
jons think the kindergartem system has been
| edopted for the care of chicks and ducklings.
Tanperice are now all over the district; the e ara
also boiling-downs, from whence unsavoury :
smells arise, !

The firat church was the small Wesleyan '
Chupe) (pow 3 fine Dew structure), bullt nn|
ground glven by Mr, George Lord, who also, with
Mr. Btephens, originated the fund for the bufld-
Ing of Bt. Matthew's Anglican Church, the Ravy.
Mz Saliniere belng first clergymen. A School
of Arts was instituted by the efforts of these and
other residents.  About tenm years ago (when the
removal of the waterworks to the Nepean allow-
ed the re-use of the Lachlan stream), 4 new im-
petus wa- given ta factory trade. “Hotany,™
grumble some of the residents, “though the first
place where the white man landed, hag been the
last o receive Government attention.” But the
roads are good, the tram gervice very fregquent,
anl the sewerage 1s sald to be perfect. In 1883,
Botany and North Botany were created
boriughs, the firat Mayor of Botany praoper being
Mr. Francis Lulond; the aldermen, Mesara. J.
Macfadyen, Samuel Daniels, John Frost, . Luff,
Jogeph Pemberton, Richard Exell, Joshua Wig-
Eins, Thomas Aug. Bmith. The ratepayers were
692, revenue £2290, estlmated population 2250.
North Boatany's first Mavor was Mr. Aaron Lay-
cock: and, the aldermen, Dr. Heaslip, J. Pallett,
J. Thornton, J. Coward, B. Roeve, Alr Sparks, H.
Romeay. and . Brewer, the population belng ea-
timated &l about 260d; total recelpie for tbat year
reslised £1857.

in back years thers was no road from the clty
direct to Botany, for The Half-way House was
built on what was litile botter than a
bush track. When « ne laft the turnplke, ai the
junection of Ceorge sml Pitt girects, what waos
called the Botany road began; but for many
vears what woe koown 5s 4 corduroy-road woe
all that pacple out in thet remote and desolate
part could expoct. Maony of to-dav's residents
remember walking to the Sy¥dney Post Office mnd
buek in & day, prior to the introduction of Josikb
Wiggins' “bus, the fare being 28 61 each way.
Tn 1861, the first meil eontract was signed. Be-
fore that letters might be brousht by the 'bus-
drivers az a favour, or one had o cali for them
at the G.P.0O. The name of Gardeners-road, in
North Bretany. recalls the maoy market gardend
that cnvereﬂ_ﬁm swompy Anis, which even to-dey
stand foot deop In water. These wore, many of
them, reclalmed, apd the hungry soil received
artificial aid to produes plentiful crops. Lucerne
fields covercd—indecd gtill cover—many geres.
In 1851 Mr, Rapdoiph I. Want had a large estate
in North Botany, long since cut loto sireets and
tarraces, while the Winder grint extended over
466 mcres, Byroee’ Bush was a grant to Mr.
Andrew Byrnes, where children found special

| attrnettons, owing to the native currants sod
| other wild frulits,

| _The suburbs of Syduney appesr to be eapable of
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The suburbe of Sydney appear to be eapable of
almost Indehalte expapsion, snd somesne has
compared Sydney Harbour to the axle of a car-
riege whoel, from whenee the spokes extend nnd
widen In erpanse. The districts Immediately
reund the harboar may become overcrowded, but
thera is plenilful reom to extend, and in Botany
there are yet mlics of efmost untouched country.
True, in sgcme places sea-sand is plled In hills;
in others, ti-iree swamp land stretches aridly
along the roads, but what ha® been dome s so
great that entorprisze and natural expriusion will
do the rest Az & wnrking man's suburb, gad a
manufactoring aed serlevltural district, the fu-
ture of Dolany i1s assured, to gay nething of the
advantages of 18 ma:itime proximity,
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